

HE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Giddings, Dan, et al. 



Serial No.: 10/705,570 

Filing Date: November 1 0, 2003 



Title: 



Method and Apparatus for Cleaning 
Fabrics, Floor Coverings, and Bare 
Floor Surfaces Utilizing a Soil 
Transfer Cleaning Medium Surface 
Maintenance Machine 



PATENT 



Art Group Unit: 1746 



Examiner: Unknown 



Docket No.: 24,954- 122CIP 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 or § 1.98, Applicant in the above-identified application 
submits this Information Disclosure Statement together with the enclosed form PTO/SB/08 A in 
order to bring to the Examiner's attention references of which Applicant is aware and wliich may 
have some bearing on the examination of this case. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a 
search has been conducted by Applicant or that no other material information exists. See 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(b). Furthermore, statements describing a particular reference indicate only 
Applicant's understanding of the teachings of that reference, and are not a representation that the 
reference has been reviewed completely or that no other pertinent or material information is 
contained in that reference. 

AppUcant's submittal of these references or discussion thereof in this IDS or the 
background of the specification is not to be construed as an admission that these references are 
prior art or material to the patentability of any pending claim. 

As this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the first Office Action, no 
fee is required. 



25570554.1 



Please direct any questions or comments regarding this application or Information 
Disclosure Statement to John F. Klos at (612) 321-2806. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Tennant Company, 
by its attomeys, 



Dated: August 26, 2005 



By: 




Johi^. Klos, Esq., Reg. No. 37,162 
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. 
80 South Eighth Street, Suite 2100 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2112 
Telephone: (612) 321-2800 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8 : I hereby 
certify that this paper and any papers referred to herein are being 
deposited with the U.S. Postal service, as first class mail, postage 
prepaid, addressed to Commissioner for Patents, . . . 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on August 26, 2005. 




John F: KI 



25570554.1 



-2- 




PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitutef^'^SAgm^yo' 


Complete if Known N 






Application Number 


10/705.570 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Filing Date 


Nov. 10, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Giddings. et al. 


Art Unit 


1746 




fuse as many sneets as nacessary) 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


. Sheet 


1 1 of 13 


Attomey Docket Number 


24,954-1 22CIP J 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^^"'^*^ 






990,775 


04-25-1911 


Reid 








^^'1,268,963 


06-11-1918 


Gray 








us- 2,518.183 


08-08-1950 


Renne 








^^"3,631.558 


01-04-1972 


Kovacevic 








3,696,458 


10-10-1972 


Leifheit, et al. 








"^-3,750,217 


08-07-1973 


Liebscher 








us- 3,761 ,985 


10-02-1973 


Leifheit 








"S- 3,843,989 


10-29-1974 


DeMaagd 








"S- 3,871 ,051 


03-18-1975 


Collier 








"s- 3,875.605 


04-08-1975 


Pagan 








"JS- 3,906,585 


09-23-1975 


Mattsson 








"^3,936,199 


02-03-1976 


Zimmennann 








3,983,592 


10-05-1976 


Fegan 








us- 4,245,371 


01-20-1981 


Satterfield 








us- 4,360,946 


11-30-1982 


Marshall, Jr. et al. 








us- 4,369,544 


01-25-1983 


Parisi 








"s- 4,433,451 


02-28-1984 


Parisi 








"S- 4,570,278 


02-18-1986 


Bloome, et al. 








"S- 4,654.916 


04-07-1987 


Postonen, et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines. 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code^ "Number * "Kind Code' (if known) 






PCT Search Report 


5-10-2005 












DE-6934247 


01-02-1970 


Poellmann 










DE-3616398 


12-04-1986 


Perdolt 










DE-41 17957 


12-03-1992 


Krallmann 










DE-1 0020 197 


11-15-2001 


Tremmel, et al. 










EP-0286328 


10-12-1988 


Korski, et al. 







r Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 


. , < 



considered. Include copy of this fomi with next communication to applicant ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). '* For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The Infonnation is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fomri to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the fdnv, call l-SOO-PTO-QI 99 (1-600-786-9199) and select option 2. 



1 



)n 



2 9 2m 



jDf 1995, no perso 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1 449/PTO Q t 


Complete if Known 


^ 




Application Number 


10/705,570 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fUse Bs many sheets as necessary) 


Filing Date 


Nov. 10. 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Giddings, et al. 


Art Unit 


1746 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


. Sheet |2 1 of l3 


Attorney Docket Numl)er 


24,954-1 22CIP 





U. S, PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^^'*^ 






^^-4.845,794 


07-11-1989 


KorskI, et al. 








^^"4,884.310 


12-05-1989 


Knestele 








us-4,914,773 


04-10-1990 


Hann 








5,086.539 


02-11-1992 


Rench 








5,203,047 


04-20-1993 


Lynn 








5,241.724 


09-07-1993 


Lim 








us- 5,287.581 


02-22-1994 


Lo 








us- 5,309,597 


05-10-1994 


Wymore 








us- 5,371,912 . 


12-13-1994 


Hall 








us- 5,404,609 


04-11-1995 


Rench, et al. 








us- 5,465,456 


11-14-1995 


Fellhauer, et al. 








^s- 5,483.718 


01-16-1996 


Blehert, et al. 








us- 5.515.568 


05-14-1996 


Larson, et al. 








us- 5,657,504 


08-19-1997 


Khoury 








us- 5,697,1 19 


12-16-1997 


Mussalo 








us- 5,699,576 


12-23-1997 


Sohalby 








us- 5,71 5,565 


02-10-1998 


Kern 








us- 5.797,163 


08-25-1998 


Whitaker, et al. 








us- 5,813,086 


09-29-1998 


Ueno. et al. 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


bxamlner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No,'' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code^ -Number* Kind CodB^ (if known) 






JP-051 23278 


05-21-1993 


Yoichl, et al. 










WO-9749324 


12-31-1997 


Marcussen et al 































































r Examiner 




Date 




signature 




Considered 


1 



considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 

Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Infonnation Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-91 99 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 




PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for fomi 1449?RJQf j-p^QW^ 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/705.570 


Filing Date 


Nov, 10,2003 


First Named Inventor 


Giddings, et al. 


Art Unit 


1746 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 3 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


24,954-122CIP J 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code^^'*^ 






^^■5,901,410 


05-11-1999 


Windmeisser 








5.933,900 


08-10-1999 


Wang 








us- 6.030.465 


02-29-2000 


Marcussen, et al. 








^^-6,055,699 


05-02-2000 


Cho 








6.088.873 


07-18-2000 


Pacchini, et al. 








6, 145,1 45 


11-14-2000 


Besel 








us- 2002/01 94692 


12-26-2002 


Giddings, et at. 








US- 2003/0033681 


02-20-2003 


Bium, et al. 








US- 












US- 












us- 




4 








US- 




• 








us- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code' *Number * "Kind Code* {if known) 




















































































_ 



Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fornn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the fo/rn. call USOO-PTO-QIQB (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



